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The Postal Stationery (PS) issues precede the adhesive postage stamps. The Venetian Republic 

'AQ' Letter Sheets (Fig. 1) with the coat-of-arms of Venice stamped at the top of each 

numbered sheet in between the alphabets 'A' & 'Q', issued during 1608 to 1797 are 

promulgated to be the first PS issues. However, their purpose was to collect a 4 Soldi tax per 

letter on all letters to or from Government Officials, rather than any pre-payment of postage in 

the usual sense. The tax was collected for the repair and upkeep of the Water Works in the city, 

the Collegio alle Acque, accordingly the sheets bear the letters AQ. 

                        

                                    Fig. 1.  Venice Republic 'AQ' Letter Sheet (1608-1797). 

 

Similarly, the Kingdom of Sardinia issued the 'Cavallini' (little horseman) letter sheets (Fig. 2) 

in three denominations in December 1818 with a stamped device, showing a post courier riding 

on horse and blowing his horn, which pre-paid a tax on paper and was allowed to pass through 

post free. However the tax had to be paid whether a letter was sent through post or delivered by 

the sender in person. The payment of tax on Newspapers in Great Britain during 1712 to 1870 

was indicated by imprinting a Newspaper Duty stamp on each sheet of the paper. It has been a 

matter of perennial debate, whether these items should be considered as PS issues or not, due 

to their inherent fiscal character.  

   

Fig. 2. 1818 Sardinia 'Cavallini' Letter Sheet.    Fig. 3.  1838 N.S.W. Sydney Town Post Letter Sheet. 

 

The first letter-sheets bearing an embossed albino seal signifying a prepayment of purely postal 

charge were issued by New South Wales on 3 November 1838 for local use within the Sydney 

Town Post (Fig. 3), about one and a half year prior to the issue of first adhesive postage stamps 

and Mulready Letter-Sheets and Envelopes by Great Britain on 1st May 1840. 

 

When, the hobby of stamp collecting evolved, PS issues were also considered equally 

important and little distinction was made between the adhesive postage stamps and the 

imprinted stamps on PS issues. However, the trend was to collect cut-outs of the imprinted 

stamp on PS issues, rather than the entire PS items. The early illustrated stamp albums also 
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provided spaces for the PS stamp cut-outs or cut-squares and as a consequence some of the 

early PS items are now very rare or even unknown in the entire form. However, the ever 

increasing proliferation of stamp issues and the inherent storage-space problems associated 

with the PS entires led to a gradual decline in the interest and these became neglected with the 

advent of twentieth century. The introduction of a separate PS class at the Internaba Exhibition 

in Basel, Switzerland in 1974 greatly stimulated and resurrected the interest. The recurring 

increase in the number of PS exhibits at the FIP World and other International Philatelic 

Exhibitions during the past four decades and their securing high awards indicate a renaissance 

of interest. The FIAP Grand Prix D'Honneur award secured by the 'Indian Feudatory States 

Postal Stationery' exhibit in the Championship Class at the Indepex Asiana 2000 exhibition in 

Kolkata, was the first International Grand Prix Award for any PS exhibit, which demonstrates 

the rising importance and appreciation of the PS collections and exhibits.   

A collector may collect what he likes and is free to set his own goals and limitations. However, 

when it comes to exhibiting competitively, like any other competition, certain rules and 

regulations have to be framed for the guidance of exhibitors as well as to provide a uniform 

base for comparative assessment of the exhibits. The adoption of General and Special 

Regulations for the Evaluation of Exhibits (GREV & SREV) by the Federation Internationale 

de Philatelie (FIP), since the Finlandia 1988 exhibition and the relevant Guidelines, have laid 

down a uniform basis for collecting, exhibiting and evaluation of exhibits at the FIP 

exhibitions. These regulations with the appropriate modifications and moderations are also 

being followed for our Regional and National level exhibitions. It is very pertinent and 

important to thoroughly study, understand and follow these regulations and guidelines while 

preparing PS exhibits for competitive exhibitions.  

   

Definition of Postal Stationery 

The term Postal Stationery (PS) may literally apply to all stationery items intended to be used 

for any postal purpose. However, in the philatelic context, traditionally the items bearing pre-

printed stamp impressions have only been considered as PS issues. Therefore, it becomes 

important and essential to somewhere draw a line and define the type of items which should or 

should not be considered as PS issues. The SREV for the PS exhibits defines PS, as the postal 

matter which either bears an officially authorised pre-printed stamp or device or 

inscription, indicating that a specific amount (face-value) of postage or fee has been pre-
paid towards postal or other related services. Hence, for an item to qualify to be a PS issue, 

essentially there must be a pre-payment towards postal or other related services, which should 

be indicated on it in some manner. The provisional PS issues, which were sold by the Post 

Offices affixed with contemporary adhesive postage stamps, generally referred to as the 

'Formula' issues (Fig. 4), though strictly not bearing a pre-printed stamp or device, are included 

within the extended scope of this definition. However, a mere payment towards the stationery 

charge or cost of an item, which does not cover any pre-payment of postage or fee towards 

postal or other related services, will not qualify it to be a PS item. 

                              

             Fig. 4.  India 1950 Formula Post Card sold by P.O. affixed with ½ anna adhesive stamp. 
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The pre-paid customised PS issues, stamped or printed to private order (STPO or PTPO) on the 

standard / non-standard stationery items (Fig. 5) by the Postal Authorities or as per their 

regulations and approval are rightfully considered as PS issues.  

                            

                     Fig. 5.  Hyderabad State ½ anna Printed to Private Order (PTPO) Envelope. 
 

During past few years a growing number of countries have introduced PS items, which merely 

indicate that the postage for a particular service was pre-paid, but do not indicate or mention its 

exact monetary value or denomination. These are sold to public at the then prevailing postage 

rate for the particular service and are considered fully pre-paid even in case of subsequent 

changes in the tariff. Such issues, generally referred to as the 'Non Value Indicator' (NVI) 

items (Fig. 6), would appropriately fall within the scope of the definition of PS. 

                                               

                                   Fig. 6.  Sweden Non Value Indicator Foreign Post Card. 

 

The Field Service Post Cards, Forces Letters or Letter-Cards (Fig. 7), Hospital Cards, Honour 

or Green Envelopes, Soldier's Letters, Prisoner of War Stationery (Fig. 8), Postagrams, On 

Active Service items, Acknowledgement Cards, On Postal Service Stationery (Fig. 9), First 

Day Covers (Fig.10), Money Order Forms, Airgraph / Telegraph Forms or Envelopes, 

Economy Slips, Meter Franked items, etc., where no pre-payment towards any postal or other 

related services are involved at the time of their issue or sale, are not considered as PS issues. 

For most of the Defence Ministry related Forces or Military items, there is no pre-payment of 

postage, although later periodically prospective payments are made based on the statistical 
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averages, but in the absence of any pre-payment, under the present definition such items are 

not considered as PS issues.  

                          

                     Fig. 7.  India Forces Greetings Air Mail Letter Card used in 1943. (Not PS) 

 

                  

                   Fig.  8. India - Italian Prisoner of War Post Card used in 1941. (Not PS) 

 

                                   

       Fig.  9.  'On Postal Service' Post Card used as Test Card to check transit time in 1890. (Not PS) 



 

5

              

        Fig. 10.  1978 Museums of India unissued FDC registered used 'On Postal Service'. (Not PS) 

 

Similarly, some Postal Administrations permit printing of Postage Paid Indicators or Symbols 

(PPI or PPS) in advance on articles meant for business or bulk mailing under a licence and the 

actual payment is made at the time of their posting or even later, depending upon the terms of 

contract, such items are also not considered to be PS (Fig. 11). 

                       

            Fig. 11.  South Africa Postage Paid Indicator or Symbol (PPI or PPS) Envelope. (Not PS) 

 

Classification of Postal Stationery 

The PS issues may be broadly classified in three categories by the manner of their availability 

and usage, physical form and the particular service for which these are intended. 

These may be classified according to the manner of its availability and usage, as under : 

1. Public issues 

2. Official or Service issues 

3. Forces (Military) issues 

4. Stamped or Printed to Private Order (STPO or PTPO) or Customised issues 

5. Local Post issues 
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It is possible to classify the PS issues according to their physical forms, as under : 

1. Letter-Sheets, including Air Letters and Aerogrammes 

2. Envelopes  

3. Post Cards  

4. Letter-Cards  

5. Wrappers 

6. Other Pre-stamped Forms of various postal or other related services. 

It is also possible to classify the PS issues according to the type of postal or other associated 

services for which these are intended, as under : 

1. Surface mail  

2. Air mail  

3. Registered mail 

4. Special or Express Deliveries 

5. Pneumatic Post 

6. Telegraph (Fig. 12), Airgraph and V-Mail Services  

7. Miscellaneous Services - Certificate of Posting Forms, Money Order Forms, Parcel 

Receipt Forms, Postal Notes, Postal Orders, Address Labels, Parcel Labels, 

International Reply Coupons, other postal and associated or related service(s) Forms, 

etc, provided these are pre-paid. 

       

                        Fig. 12.  1946 India KGVI 9 annas Telegram Form with embossed stamp. 

 

Exhibit Composition 

A PS exhibit should comprise of a logical, coherent and effective assembly of unused (mint) 

and / or used PS items, so as to present one or more of the following aspects : 

(a) PS issues of a country or an associated group (e.g. India, Great Britain, etc.) 

(b) The issues of a particular chronological period within (a) (e.g. India Queen 

Victoria or KGV PS issues, etc.) 

(c) The issues of particular class / classes of PS, according to the manner of their                                             

availability and usage (e.g. Public issues, Military issues, etc.) 

(d) The issues of particular physical form(s) of PS (e.g. Post Cards, Envelope, etc.) 

(e) The PS issues relating to particular postal or other related services (e.g. Registered 

Post, Airmail Post, etc.) 
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The 'Title' and 'Introductory Sheet' are very important and essential parts of an exhibit. The 

title must fully concur with the subject, concept and contents of the exhibit. The purpose of an 

Introductory Sheet is to inform, guide, intrigue and attract the viewers by giving relevant 

enticing details of the exhibit, presented in an attractive well balanced layout. It may include a 

very brief introduction to the subject, however the stress must be on introducing the actual 

exhibit, which is to follow and not on the general introduction. It should clearly define and 

state the aim, concept and scope of the exhibit, which must be very closely and accurately 

followed in the actual exhibit. The details of specific areas to be covered or being left out 

should be indicated. It may take any form, but as far as possible should be confined to only one 

sheet and where the space and context permit it will be also advisable to include some relevant 

PS item(s) to make it appear more balanced and attractive. At the end of Introductory Sheet, it 

is advantageous to include a bibliography, giving a very brief list of the specialised reference 

literatures, which have been used for developing the exhibit. However, mentioning general 

references such as Higgins & Gage or Stanley Gibbons Catalogues will not serve any purpose.   

 
The PS exhibits should normally comprise of only entire items and include fullest range of 

relevant material of the highest available quality. When certain items are very rare in entire 

form or are known to exist only in the cut-down or cut-square state, these may be included as 

part of an exhibit. The genuine postal use of PS stamp cut-outs as adhesive stamps (Fig. 13), 

would also properly form part of a PS exhibit. However, any such items produced for philatelic    

purposes will be of much less importance.  

            

             Fig. 13.  Jaipur State ½ PS Envelope Stamp Cut-outs (5) used on a 1926 registered cover. 

 

The Archive materials Essays (Fig. 14), Artist Drawings (Fig. 15), Die-Proofs (Fig. 16), 

Proofs, of adopted or rejected designs, Colour-trials, 'Specimen', 'Cancelled', prepared for use, 

but not issued items etc., are considered as an integral and important part of the specialised PS 

exhibits.     

   

Fig. 14.  Gwalior State KGV 1 anna on 1 anna 3 pies Envelope Essay Overprint (Type A), not adopted 

as part of the overprint '1A' interfered with the Name of the State and the adopted Overprint (Type B).  
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Fig.15. QV 1 anna News Paper Wrapper Stamp Artist Drawing and Die Proofs of the Portrait & Stamp.   
 

                                                                     

               Fig. 16.  India QV 9 pies Soldier's & Seamen's Envelope Embossed Stamp Die Proof. 

 

The PS items with pictures or illustrations (Fig. 17), e.g. View or Picture Post Cards, illustrated 

Letter Sheets, Aerogrammes and Envelopes, etc., when officially produced and issued by the 

Post Offices are part of the PS exhibits. However, such items not pre-paid for a postal service 

and requiring appropriate postage to be paid by affixing adhesive stamp, even when issued or 

sold by the Post Offices for a stationery charge, are not considered as PS. The PS item with 

privately added pictures or illustrations will not have any significance.  

                    

                      Fig. 17.  1937 India KGV 9 pies Visitors Bureau, Kashmir View Post Card.  

 

The PS items used to uncommon destinations, showing unusual routes, with rare postal, censor 

or forwarding agents markings, showing currency combinations during transition periods 

(Fig.18) and extended usages with additional frankings or up-ratings as registered mail, 

certified mail, insured mail, late-fee paid, express delivery (Fig. 19), etc., will be more 

appreciated than the normal used items. Nevertheless, in case where the postage rate was 

increased soon after the introduction of a PS item, it will be more advisable to show its short 

lived use at the appropriate tariff, without any up-rating. 
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Fig.18. Currency combination, when both annas and Naya   Fig.19. India KGVI 1 anna 3pies Envelope used for        
          Paisa issues were valid for use (01.04.57 - 30.09.59).               Express Delivery, with Late Fee Paid.                            

It is also advisable to include uncommon usages of PS items such as combination usage 

(Fig.20), when postal charges of two separate postal administrations had to be paid or when 

issues of two separate postal administrations were simultaneously valid for use during the 

transition periods (Fig. 21), used abroad (Fig. 22), inward use of the UPU Foreign Reply Post 

Cards or Letter Cards to the country of origin, Postal Stationery items with Perfins (Fig. 23), 

etc., wherever known. 

                                           

    Fig. 20.  Gwalior State KGV 9 pies Post Card used in combination with Jaipur State ¼ anna stamp. 
 

                   

 Fig. 21.  Jaipur State Post Card and ¼ anna stamp registered used with India 1 anna & 4 annas stamps. 
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Fig. 22.  India QV 1anna on 1½ anna UPU Post Card used from BAGDAD (Iraq) to U.K., via Bombay. 

 

                  

  Fig.23. India KGV ¼ anna Post Card with Perfin 'R.K.R' (Rohilkhund and Kumaon Railway Co. Ltd.). 
 

  

Fig. 24.  Patiala State KGV 1 anna envelope with Watermark 'TIGER / figure of Tiger / FOOLSCAP'.  

           WATERMARK 
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The additional postal history or other important features of an item, when appropriately 

explained with proper analysis, comments and annotations in the write up will demonstrate 

enhanced rarity, evidence better philatelic knowledge and personal study. It will also add 

flavour to the exhibit and make it more interesting and attractive. However, it should not be 

over done and a balance must be maintained, as the main objective of a PS exhibit is to give 

primary importance to the PS items, which should not get overlooked. Some PS items are 

printed on paper with official watermarks of the issuing authority or with printers' or paper 

manufacturers' watermarks (Fig. 20), a study of such watermarks and use of different papers 

may be included. Any duplication must be avoided even for rare items, which will be 

considered as padding up. Commercially used items are to be preferred to the philatelically 

inspired usages or cancelled to order (CTO) example. 

 

Due to inherent large size of majority of PS items, the space is always at a premium and major 

constraint for the PS exhibits, which at times may be more effectively utilised by overlapping 

the mint or unused items in a manner to show only the key features such as the stamp 

impressions, knives, paper variations, etc., and reduce the unattractive blank spaces. A 

comparative study of the variation of PS Stamp Dies of a particular issue may also be shown 

more effectively and advantageously by overlapping the items. But, extra care must be 

exercised to not to over do it, as it will adversely affect the overall presentation. The 

overlapping of used items should be avoided, as these may bear additional features of postal 

history interests such as postmarks, destination details, routes or other endorsements. 

 

Exhibit Assessment 

 
The PS exhibits are evaluated according to the following percentage of marks allotted to the 

judging criteria in accordance with the GREV & SREV, as last amended in June 2012 : 

1. Treatment (20) and Philatelic Importance (10)                   -     30 

2. Philatelic and related Knowledge, Personal Study and Research -     35 

3. Condition (10) and Rarity (20)                                       -     30 

4. Presentation                                                                          -       5                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                       ___ 

                    TOTAL                                                                                             -    100 

 

An exhibit will be awarded a medal according to the aggregate marks secured by it out of a 

total of 100 marks, as follows : Bronze (60-64), Silver-Bronze (65-69), Silver (70-74), Large 

Silver (75-79), Vermeil (80-84), Large Vermeil (85-89), Gold (90-94) and Large Gold (95 and 

above). The Jury, in addition to the medal awarded, may also express felicitations to the 

exhibits, which demonstrates outstanding philatelic research or originality. The felicitations 

can be given only once to a particular exhibit, unless a totally new aspect of research is 

presented. The exhibits achieving at least a Large Vermeil medal (Large Silver for Youth 

Class) may be awarded Special Prizes in appreciation of their outstanding philatelic merits or 

exceptional material. However, these do not constitute any intermediate medal levels. 

 

The interpretations of the above criteria for the evaluation of PS exhibits are as under : 

 

(a) Treatment of the exhibit - The three keywords in respect of the 'treatment' are correctness, 

completeness and development of the exhibit. It requires an evaluation of the correctness of 

the selected material in accordance with the 'Title' and 'Introduction' to the exhibit, degree 

of completeness, advancement and originality of the exhibit. How closely and accurately 

the concept and / or plan set out in the Introductory Sheet has been followed? How much 

logical, coherent, effective, balanced and innovative development of the subject has been 

achieved for the selected area or period within the available space? It may not be possible 

to include all the items to achieve a true completeness, the relatively common items may 

have to be left out due to space constraints, but a reasonable continuity and balance must be 

struck so as to maintain a thread carrying through a proper development of the subject. 
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(b) Philatelic Importance of the exhibit – It requires an evaluation of the significance of the 

particular exhibit in relation to the chosen subject and the overall importance of that subject 

in the field of PS in general, in terms of its scope, philatelic interest and the extent of 

competition and difficulty faced in acquisition of the displayed material and forming the 

exhibit. Careful thought must be given to the initial choice of the subject, as once 

committed, the exhibitor may find himself locked in a situation where due to inherent 

limitations of the scope, size and philatelic interest of the subject, the exhibit is unlikely to 

secure a very high award, which may lead to undue disappointments. 

 

(c) Philatelic and related Knowledge, Personal Study and Research – It requires an evaluation 

of the degree of philatelic knowledge expressed in the exhibit, through proper selection of 

the relevant items for display, their related descriptions and comments, utilisation of 

existing information in their analysis and presentation of new facts or research work. The 

pertinent details of the displayed items should be described in brief and the additional 

frankings or up-ratings, if any, must be fully explained with the relevant break up of rates, 

as otherwise it will evidence a lack of philatelic knowledge and personal study on part of 

the exhibitor. The texts and comments must be very concise, clear, informative and 

accurate, as any incorrect or overstatement will have a very adverse effect. 

 

(d) Condition and Rarity – It requires an evaluation of the condition, quality, rarity and relative 

difficulty of acquisition of the selected material in comparison to the standard of material 

known to exist for the chosen subject. Ideally, the exhibited items should be in the best 

possible condition. The inclusion of an item in poor condition is a clear self-admission of 

the weakness. However, in case of outstandingly rare items, which are unobtainable in 

pristine condition, a relative compromise and balance should be achieved. Rarity is 

essentially a relative term, the PS items where perhaps ten or less examples are known, will 

be considered rare. 

 

(e) Presentation – It requires an evaluation of the clarity of display, write-up and overall 

aesthetic appearance of the exhibit. The presentation should be philatelically logical, 

effective, visually appealing with attractive layouts and show the material to its best 

advantage and effect. It is advisable to avoid any unduly uniform or monotonous 

arrangement of the PS items, which may look unattractive. The write-up must be very 

clear, concise and relevant to the shown material and subject. The text may be hand or 

type-written or printed in any one of the four official FIP languages (English, German, 

French or Spanish).  

Though, the criterion of presentation is allotted only 5 marks, it should never be taken                   

lightly or neglected, as a poor presentation will also indirectly affect evaluation under most 

of the other criteria. 

 

The exhibitor should strive to secure optimum marks by striking a relative balance on the 

above criteria by a judicious selection of the material to be included in his exhibit, as doing 

well in any particular criterion should not be at the cost of other criteria. The inclusion of 

relatively common and poor condition material to achieve completeness or for showing a 

research or study, may enhance marks under the 'Treatment' or 'Philatelic and related 

Knowledge, Personal Study and Research', but it may very adversely affect the evaluation 

under the 'Condition and Rarity' criteria. 

 

The exhibit sheets should be made of good quality card and of the standard size 21 x 29.7 cm 

(A4 Size) - 4 sheets in a row  or  42 x 29.7 cm (A3 Size) - 2 sheets in a row  or  31 x 29 cm - 3 

sheets in a row. The usual loose-leaf album sheets with faint quadrille (graph like) background 

may be used, but coloured sheets should be avoided. However, due to varying shapes and sizes 

of the PS items, it may be more advantageous to use plain white ivory card sheets, which allow 

greater flexibility in arranging the items and write up. The PS items should be mounted with 
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the help of plain transparent photo-corners with white backing, as the coloured backing 

distracts and also tend to stain the items with time. The modern self-adhesive or plastic photo-

corners must be avoided, as these may affect and spoil the items or sheets in due course. The 

'Hawid' or 'Crystal' mounts may also be used for mounting, but in case of coloured 'Hawid', 

due care must be taken to trim these properly so as to leave a uniform small border all round 

the item. The mounts, which completely wrap the PS items and prevent air circulation, should 

be avoided for the better preservation of material. 

 

The growing modern trend is to first mount the PS item on a light coloured card and then 

mount it on the exhibit sheet, to provide a three-dimensional effect and make it look more 

prominent. The backing card, if used, should be of a neutral colour such as light grey, light 

blue or light green. It should be trimmed very carefully to leave a 1 to 1½ mm uniform border 

all round the PS item mounted on it. The important errors and varieties may be pointed out 

with the help of arricators and the relevant text may be highlighted by using bold, italic or 

different fount or size letters, but due care must be taken to not to over do it for the minor 

varieties and variations. For extremely rare items, the number of examples recorded or known 

to exist may be stated, but due care must be exercised about the accuracy and authenticity of 

such statements, as any incorrect or overstatement will have a very deleterious effect. 

However, general remarks such as scarce, rare, elusive, etc. should be avoided. Wherever, the 

expert opinion certificate is available for an item, it should be indicated by writing a bold '(E)' 

or '(C)', close to the expertised item and for immediate reference the original certificate or its 

photocopy certified by the National Federation should be mounted on the back of relevant 

exhibit sheet. 

 

The important frankings, postmarks, labels, markings and other features on the reverse side of 

an item may be shown by including a 25% reduced or enlarged colour xerox copy or 

photograph of the reverse side, which must be clearly indicated accordingly. Any unclear 

postmark on the obverse or important postmark on the reverse side may also be shown by 

drawing these on the relevant exhibit sheet close to the item. If the status or genuineness of any 

item is doubtful, but it is still considered significant enough to be included, its correct status 

must be clearly explained without any ambiguity. If any item is altered or repaired in any 

manner, it must be clearly stated and made evident. 

 

The relative demand and supply correlations for majority of the PS items, have not yet been 

firmly established, unlike the adhesive postage stamps, hence these are still available relatively 

inexpensively. Nevertheless, with time the PS collecting is bound to attract a larger following, 

particularly as the used material is also equally important for the postal history collectors. The 

PS items are also finding increasingly important application in the thematic collections and 

exhibits. A wealth of India, Indian Convention and Feudatory States, French India and 

Portuguese India PS material is still available and it is strongly advised that the Collectors 

should take keener interest in this area, before it becomes too late.                                                                                                           

 


